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e  Notes  f 



Introduction  

 

 This book includes word lists, rhyming lists, and sentence pages to help stu-

dents learn the vowel patterns found in the text of beginning reading material.  Stu-

dents learn the sound for each pattern by studying a key word and picture, and then 

use this sound to read new words and sentences.   Students may also spell the words or 

sentences from dictation.  This will help to cement the pattern in the studentôs mem-

ory.  

 Rhyming lists can be very helpful for students who are learning to read be-

cause it helps them look beyond single letter units.  The student learns to recognize a 

word ñchunk,ò consisting of the vowel pattern and any consonants that follow.  In 

teaching jargon, this part of the word is called the ñrime.ò  By substituting different 

consonants at the beginning of these word chunks, the student can read many new 

words easily.  The beginning consonant or consonants in a word are called the ñonset.ò   

 In this book, the rime chunks for each phonogram pattern are listed on houses 

grouped together on a page.  The student should read the rime chunks from the houses 

before attempting to read the word lists that follow.  The teacher should model as 

needed.   

 The rhyming words are listed in columns, so that the identical rhyming chunks 

in each list are aligned vertically, one below the other.  This emphasizes the fact that 

the ending chunk in every word in a list is the same.  Reading the rhyming lists will 

help the student to understand the relationship between visual letter patterns and the 

oral pronunciation of words.   

 Word lists for most of the vowel patterns are also repeated as non-rhyming 

lists.  This can be an alternate starting point for studying the pattern, or can be used as 

a follow-up after students have practiced reading the rhyming lists.   

 Some of the sound patterns found in the trade books donôt lend themselves to 

rhyming lists.  Others do rhyme, but there are very few words with the rhyming pat-

tern.  These patterns are presented as non-rhyming lists only. 

  Some words are marked with a small x above one of the letters.  Explain to the 

student that this indicates that the marked letter is silent, and should not be pro-

nounced.  For example, in the word lamb, a small x is placed above the b. 

 Sometimes, a letter or group of letters in a word doesnôt represent the expected 

sound.  Words containing letters which ñbreak the rulesò are marked with an asterisk.  

Be sure to model the correct pronunciation of this type of word when introducing it to 

the student. 

   In some words, a small letter is placed above a pattern to indicate that its pro-

nunciation will be different from the expected sound.  For example, in the word said, 

an e is placed above the ai, to represent the short e sound.  

 The sentences for patterns that are likely to be taught first are the easiest  to 

read.  Sentences for patterns that are less common, and likely to be introduced later, 

are more challenging.   

 This volume is meant to be used as a reference manual, from which the desired 

patterns can be selected by the teacher.  The vowel patterns are arranged in alphabeti-

cal order, to make it easy for the teacher to find the pages needed.  The order of intro-

duction of the patterns will vary, depending on the material being read by the student.  



The teacher should introduce the patterns that are currently needed.  Other patterns 

should be saved until they are encountered in stories or articles that students read.   

 Students learn best when they can connect the skills they are learning with a lar-

ger overall scheme.  Relate each pattern to a word, poem, or story, and reinforce it with 

an activity or project.  For instance, when teaching the pattern igh as in night, read 

Hildilidôs Night or The Berenstain Bears Get In A Fight aloud.  Write night or fight on 

the board and point out the igh pattern in the word.  In addition, you may want to study 

animals that sleep during the day and stay awake at night, and have the student make a 

booklet about them.  Or you may want to have students study concepts related to light  

by working with flashlights, mirrors, and prisms. 

 The material in this volume may be used in conjunction with any other reading 

program, to provide extra practice with vowel patterns as needed.  It  is  recommended, 

however, that the teacher give guidance and support during the initial reading of each set 

of words and sentences, to help with comprehension and decoding.   

  



Word Study Activities 
 

1. Have students fold a piece of blank paper into sixths or eighths.  Display words 

for the students to copy.  They should write one word in each box on the paper 

and illustrate it.  Advanced students can write sentences in each box. 

2. Make a file folder game for students to use individually or in pairs.  Use brightly 

colored file folders.  Choose words from the list for a phonogram pattern recently 

taught.  Glue small pictures illustrating the words in the folder.  (These can be 

copied from the letter pattern worksheets from Sound City Reading.)  Purchase a 

small specialty notepad.  These can be purchased in school supply stores with 

various designs, such as boats, animals, barns, flowers, and so on.  Write one 

word on each figure.  Glue the figures to poster board and cut them out.  Lami-

nate both the folder and the figures.  The student will read each word and place it 

on the correct picture in the file folder.  It is helpful to make a file folder game 

for each phonogram that is studied.  A student can use the folder independently, 

with a partner, or with the teacher. 

3. Post some of the words and have the students write each word in a sentence. 

4.  Let the students choose a single word to use as a theme, and write a story or es-

say related to the word.  Share the stories. 

5. Post a list of words and have the students write a story containing as many of the 

words as possible.  Share the stories. 

6. Post a list of words and have the students draw a picture showing as many of the 

words as possible.  For example a beach scene could show:  a shell, a shark, 

shade under an umbrella, etc.)  The student should use the posted words to label 

the items in the picture.  

7. Make a set of sorting cards.  Choose the desired vowel pattern, and write each 

word on a separate card.  Have the students sort the cards, using classifications 

such as rhyming words, parts of speech, or various other categories. 

8. Use the letter pattern worksheets from Sound City Reading.  The worksheets give 

extra practice with many of the most common consonant and vowel patterns.  

Students match words and pictures, and copy words under the correct pictures. 

9. Use the phonogram patterns to create weekly spelling lists. 

10. Use a computer program to create crossword puzzles and word search puzzles for 

the words on a phonogram list.  Have the students do the puzzles.  Or have stu-

dents create their own puzzles. 

11. Write words from a phonogram list on separate slips of paper.  Have each child 

select a slip and pantomime the word.  The rest of the class guesses the word. 

12. Have students take turns spelling words from a phonogram list by positioning 

their bodies to form the shape of each letter in sequence.   

13. Select words from a list.  Write each word on a separate unlined index card using 

colored markers.  Write the vowel pattern being studied in a bright color, and the 

remaining letters in black.  Have students take turns reading the cards.  Students 

may hold any cards that they read correctly. 



Sentence Study Activities 
 

1) Copy the sentence pages onto transparencies to use with an overhead projector 

for working with an entire class.  Uncover one sentence at a time for the class to 

read in unison. 

2) Write the sentences on class size chart pads for use with a large group.  Use a 

pointer to help students track the words. 

3) Type the pages in large print on horizontal sheets of legal size paper, putting 

two or three sentences on a page.  Punch holes in the top and make into a flip 

book to use with a group.  Use pastel colored paper to prevent the sheets under-

neath from showing through. 

4) Make enough copies of the sentences on a copy machine for each student to 

have a personal copy.  Have students take turns reading the sentences aloud, 

then have the class read the sentences in unison.  This can also be done in 

smaller reading groups. 

5) Have students take turns reading the sentences to each other in pairs.  

6) Have students pick a favorite sentence to illustrate.  They should write the sen-

tence at the bottom of a blank sheet of paper and draw a picture to go with it.  

Display these in the classroom or staple together to make a class booklet. 

7) Have students choose a sentence to use for creative writing.  The student will 

create a story or essay that contains the sentence.  Have the student illustrate the 

story and read it out loud to the class. 

8) Make a learning center using the sentences.  Write or type the sentences on 

cards or strips.  Draw simple pictures to illustrate the sentences on separate in-

dex cards.  Have the students match each sentence with a picture. 

9) Write a set of sentences on sentence strips.  Put each sentence on a different 

color strip.  Cut apart the strips, so that each word is on a separate piece.  Ar-

range the words in a pocket chart, out of order.  Have students arrange one sen-

tence at a time so that it reads correctly. 

10) Create a reading worksheet.  Type each sentence, leaving blanks for the words 

containing the new sound pattern.  List the missing words in a chart at the top of 

the page.  Make a copy for each student.  The student should read the sentences 

and fill in each blank with the correct word.  This can be quite challenging for 

students!  
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at  cap bat  

sad fat  map  
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_as _ax _ad 

_ab _ag _ap 

_am _at 

a 
ant  

_al _ass _aff _ack 
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fan  plan  cat  scat 

can Stan  bat  spat  

tan  bran  fat  flat  

ran  Fran  hat  slat  

ban  scan mat  brat  

Jan  span pat  splat  

man  clan  rat  drat  

Nan  
 

sat  
 

pan  
 

tat  
 

van  
 

vat  
 

Dan  
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ham  slam  cap snap 

dam  clam  map  slap  

jam  gram  nap  clap  

Pam  swam  lap  flap  

Sam scam tap  trap  

ram  cram  sap strap  

tam  dram  gap scrap 

yam  tram  yap  
 

cam 
 

zap 
 

lam  
 

rap  
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bag stag  tab  crab  

rag  snag nab  stab  

tag  flag  gab scab 

wag brag  dab slab  

sag drag  jab  blab  

gag crag lab  flab  

hag swag cab grab  

lag  slag 
 

drab  

nag 
   

zag staff  gas pal  

 
gaff  *     as  gal  

jazz add 

*   has  Al  
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dad grass back wax  

bad lass sack tax  

mad  bass Jack  fax  

sad mass lack  lax  

had  sass pack  flax  

pad class rack  
 

fad  pass tack  
 

lad  glass track  
 

glad  brass crack  
 

clad  crass slack  
 

Brad  
 

snack  
 

  
stack  
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    Ƒ 

apron  

ra     ven  raven  

ha     ven haven 

ta     ken  taken  

a     men amen 

ba     gel bagel 

la    tex  latex  

ba     sic basic 

ba     sis basis 

ba     sin  basin 

Da     vid  David  

ha     zel hazel 

na     vel  navel  

la     bel  label  
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 a father  

father  ha  ha 

mama blah        

papa pajamas 

grandpa  lava  

grandma  drama  

llama  pecan 

spa  
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 a father  

My  father  likes  to  cook.  

 

Papa  sang  a  funny  song.   Ha  ha  ha !  

 

Blah !  I  feel  tired  today.  

 

We  like  to  go  for  a  walk  with  grandpa.  

 

A  mama  cat  keeps  her  kittens  clean.  

 

Grandma  will  make  some  soup  for  us.  

 

We  will  have  pecan  pie  for  dessert.  

 

I  will  wear  my  red  pajamas  tonight.  

 

The  lava  was  glowing  as  it  went  down  the  

hill.  
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      a_                   

away agree awake 

around  alive  across 

asleep allow  assist 

along amaze ago 

among alike  amount  

alone above about  

ahead afraid  another  

apart  again  against  

across  
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       a_                   across  

Sam's  dog  ran  away.  
 
We  will  run  around  the  track.  
 
It  is  good  to  be  alive.  
 
Brave  men  went  into  battle  long  ago.  
 
Do  you  agree  with  me ?  
 
She  will  not  allow  us  to  fight.  
 
This  story  will  amaze  you.  
 
Did  you  stay  awake  all  night ?  
 
Jack  will  tell  us  about  his  trip.  
 
We  can  walk  along  the  path  by  the  river.  
 
Will  you  assist  me  with  this  work ?  
 
What  time  did  you  fall  asleep  last  night ?  
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comma tuba  okra  

extra  Cuba toga 

tundra  scuba cobra 

panda pupa quota 

Santa  puma boa 

villa  area America  

yucca idea Africa  

zebra sofa Antarctica  

data  cola Asia 

China  coma Russia 

tuna  soda inertia  

_a                   sofa  
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_a                   sofa  

 
I  have  some  extra  books  for  you  to  read.  
 
My  family  will  visit  China  this  summer.  
 
A  cobra  is  a  dangerous  snake.  
 
Zebras  live  in  Africa.  
 
Pandas  live  in  China.  
 
Donõt  put  your  feet  on  the  sofa. 
 
Mom  fixed  tuna  fish  sandwiches  for  lunch.  
 
Brad  plays  the  tuba  in  the  band.  
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_are _ape 

Ƒ_e safe  

_ase _ate 

_ake _ane _ale _ame 

_abe _ave _ade _afe 
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     Ƒ_e safe  

_ane  _ale  _ame  

Jane  male  same 

Dane  pale  came 

lane  sale tame  

sane tale  fame  

pane bale game 

bane kale  lame  

mane  hale  name  

vane gale blame  

plane  scale frame  

crane  stale  flame  

Shane whale  shame 
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     Ƒ_e safe  

_ake  _ake  _ape  

bake snake  ape 

rake  stake  tape  

sake flake  nape 

take  brake  gape 

lake  drake  drape  

cake quake  grape  

fake  shake  shape 

Jake  slake  scrape 

wake  
  

milkshake  
  

mistake  
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     Ƒ_e safe  

_ade  _ate  _ate  

fade ate  plate  

made date  grate  

jade fate  slate  

wade gate spate 

bade hate  skate  

spade late  state  

blade  sate crate  

glade mate  
 

trade  Nate  _abe  

grade  pate  Abe 

shade rate  babe 
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     Ƒ_e safe  

_ave  _are  _are  

cave care spare 

save dare  scare 

rave  bare  share  

gave hare  snare  

pave mare  flare  

Dave rare  blare  

wave ware  glare  

slave pare  compare 

brave  fare  prepare  

shave stare  beware  

*  have  *   are  software  

e 
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     Ƒ_e safe  

_aze  _ase gh 

haze base became 

daze case basement  

faze vase inhale  

gaze 
 

exhale  

raze _afe  
create  

blaze safe interstate  

graze 
 

safety  

glaze 
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safe state  became hare 

same brave inhale  care 

lake  plate  exhale dare 

Jane trade  create stare  

sale snake mistake  spare 

tape skate  escape scare 

made blaze donate snare 

gate grape behave square 

cave flame  debate  

vase bathe beware  

haze paste prepare   

Ƒ_e safe  

_are 

square  
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Ƒ_e 
safe  

I  will  take  the  vase  to  Jane.  

Fred  ate  a  lot  of  cake.  

A  snake  is  in  the  grass.  

Dad  made  a  red  kite.  

Kay  set  the  grapes  on  the  plate.  

Kent  likes  to  swim  in  the  lake.  

Bob  has  a  date,  but  he  is  late.  

The  fox  ran  into  the  cave.  

Mr.  Smith  went  on  a  plane  to  visit  his  son.  
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_ait  _aith  _aint  

_aist  _aise _air  

_ain _ail  _aid 

Ƒi 
rain  


