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This sound story is to be read aloud to the student by a par-

ent or teacher.  Point out the sound pictures and the letters 

that represent the sound.  Teach the student to write each 

letter, in the order that they are introduced.  You may want 

to post the house charts with the vowel patterns (found at 

the end of the book) to create a "Sound City."   
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 Part 1 

 

        

One Saturday morning, 

Audrey and Brad sat in the 

den, watching the pendulum 

swing back and forth on the 

clock on the wall, òt, t, t, t.ó  

They were bored.   
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T   t 

T   t 
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      òHey, Mom,ó said Brad.  

òCan we walk down to the 

park?ó 

 òYes,ó said Mom.  òBe sure 

you are back in time for your 

violin lessons.ó 

 Soon Audrey and Brad were 

swinging as high as they could 

at the park.  They could hear 

the loud sound of the chains 

screeching as they went back 

and forth, òi, i, i, i, i.ó   
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I    i 

I    i 
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 Then they jumped down and 

ran around the park playing 

chase.  Before long, they were 

out of breath.  Brad could hear 

himself breathing hard, òh, h, 

h, h.ó 
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H   h 

H   h 
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        They ran home and their 

Mom drove them to their violin 

lessons.  Mrs. Russ was 

pleased to see them.   

        òDid you practice every 

day?ó she said.   

        òI did,ó said Audrey 

quickly.  Brad replied that he 

had practiced, too.  
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ƨ    i 

I    i 
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     Soon they were playing 

music.  Each violin made a 

beautiful sound as they pulled 

their bows across the strings.  

The sound was òl, l, l, l, l.ó  
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L   l 

L    l 
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      Just as they arrived home 

from their music lesson, they 

heard the òn, n, nó sound of the 

engine on a big delivery truck.  

It pulled into their driveway 

and the delivery man handed 

Mom a package.  Audrey and 

Brad were pleased to see that 

new books had arrived from 

their book club. 
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N   n 

N   n 
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      As they went into the 

house, they could see dark 

clouds gathering overhead.  

Soon, lightning was flashing 

and rain was pouring down.  

The wind blew hard enough to 

make the branches on the 

trees sway back and forth.  

Audrey and Brad could hear 

the sound of the wind forcing 

itõs way into the house around 

the front door, òwwwwww.ó 
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W   w 

W   w 
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      òWell,ó said Mom.  òThe 

weather is so bad, this is the 

perfect time to go over your 

math facts.ó  It was Bradõs turn 

to go first.  òUuuuhhh,ó was all 

he could see as he looked at the 

flashcards.  He had not been 

practicing his math facts.  

When Audrey had her turn, 

she got every one right. 
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U   u 

U   u 
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      They ate lunch and then 

Audrey and Brad and Dad got 

into the car to go to basketball 

practice.  The wind had 

stopped blowing, but it was 

still drizzling.  At the gym, all 

the kids on the team warmed 

up by dribbling a basketball.  

òB, b, b, b,ó was the sound of 

the balls bouncing on the 

hardwood floor.  Then they 

practiced passing and shooting.   
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B   b 

B   b 
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      After basketball practice 

they went home.  Soon, Mom 

called Audrey and Brad to 

dinner.  òMmm,ó they said 

when they saw their plates.  

They were having scrambled 

eggs, ham, and muffins.  It 

looked delicious. 
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M   m 

M   m 



© 2011 by Kathryn J. Davis Sound Story 24 

      Just as they sat down to 

eat, they heard a loud òRrrrró 

coming from the back yard.  

They ran to look out the back 

door.  Chewie had cornered a 

neighborhood cat in the yard.  

She was growling at the cat. 



© 2011 by Kathryn J. Davis Sound Story 25 

R   r 

R   r 
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      The cat had no intention 

of putting up with Chewie.  

She reached out and scratched 

Chewie right on the nose, òffff.ó  

Chewie cried out in pain as the 

cat quickly jumped over the 

fence and ran away. 
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F    f 

F    f 
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      òPoor, Chewie!ó said 

Brad.  òSheõll know to leave 

cats alone, next time.ó  He 

reached into the refrigerator 

and pulled out a soft drink.  

òKssss,ó was the sound of the 

air rushing out as he pulled the 

tab off the can. 
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X    x 

X    x 
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      After dinner, the whole 

family watched a movie 

together.  It was pretty good.  

One character was a man who 

couldnõt hear very well.  He 

kept saying òEhh?ó whenever 

someone spoke to him.  He 

couldnõt understand a word 

they were saying.  òThat man 

should get hearing aides,ó said 

Mom.  òHe could hear much 

better with them.ó 
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E    e 

E    e 
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At School 

 The following Monday 

morning, Audrey and Brad 

took the bus to school.  As 

Audrey slipped into her desk, 

she saw that a classmate had 

brought a snake to school in a 

cage.  They talked about the 

snake during science class.  It 

slithered around in its cage, 

flicking its tongue in and out 

with a soft òsssssó sound. 
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S   s 

S   s 
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        Audrey worked hard all 

morning.  After lunch, her 

class went outside for recess.  

She enjoyed jumping rope 

with her friends.  The rope 

made a òj, j, jó sound as it 

slapped the concrete. 
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J   g 

J   j 
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 After recess Audrey realized 

that her throat was hurting.  It 

had been sore all day, but now it 

was worse.  Her teacher sent her 

to the office to see the school 

nurse.  Audrey opened her mouth 

wide and said òAhhhhó while the 

nurse examined her throat.  Then 

the nurse took her temperature.  

òYou donõt have a fever,ó said the 

nurse.  òIt will be all right for you 

to go back to class.ó 
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O    o 

O   o  
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 Back in the classroom, 

Audrey picked up her pencil to 

begin her afternoon assignment.  

òCcc,ó the lead broke on her 

pencil as soon it touched the 

paper.  She reached into her 

desk to get out another 

sharpened pencil.  It was a good 

thing she had an extra one.  

c / cat 
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C   c 

C    c 
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 At 2 oõclock, Audrey heard a 

knock at the door, òd, d, d.ó  It 

was her father, Dr. Davis, 

coming to help students work 

on the computers in the back 

of the room.  It wasnõt 

Audreyõs turn to work on the 

computers, today, so she 

smiled at her dad and then 

continued working on her 

assignment. 
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D   d 

D   d 
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 At the end of the day, Audrey 

and Brad met their bus group in 

the hall. Their bus teacher 

waited for their group to be 

called.  As they stepped outside, 

they could barely see their bus in 

the distance, already on its way.  

òAAAaaa!ó screamed Audrey and 

Brad.  All the children were up-

set.  òItõs OK,ó said the teacher.  

òWeõll call your parents to come 

pick you up.ó   
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A   a 

A   a 
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 The children waited in the 

office for their parents.  They 

could hear the sound of the 

vacuum cleaner as Mrs. Taylor 

vacuumed the rug, òvvvvv.ó 

v / vest 
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V   v 

V    v 
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 Brad was thirsty, so he 

asked for permission to go to 

the hall to get a drink of wa-

ter.  He went straight to the 

water fountain.  He turned the 

handle and leaned over to 

swallow the gushing water.  

òG, g, g, g,ó went the water as 

it streamed out of the faucet.  

òG, g, g, g,ó went his throat as 

he guzzled the water. 
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G   g 

G   g 
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 When Mom arrived at school 

she took them straight to the 

doctorõs office to get Audreyõs 

throat checked.  She wanted to 

be sure it wasnõt strep throat.  

As they waited in the waiting 

room, they watched the fish 

swim back and forth in the 

large aquarium.  They could 

hear the òp, p, p, pó sound of 

the air pump pushing air into 

the water. 

p / pig 
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P   p 

P    p 
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 Audrey looked up when she 

heard the òk, k, kó sound of the 

receptionistõs heels  stepping 

across the tile floor.   

 òI need to ask you a question 

about your insurance,ó said 

Mrs. Kendrick to Audreyõs 

mother.  òCertainly,ó said her 

mother, as she stepped to the 

office counter. 
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K   k 

K   k 
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 When Audreyõs exam was 

finished, the doctor said that 

she didnõt have strep throat 

after all.  Mom was relieved.  

As Audrey, Brad and Mom 

returned to their car, Brad 

accidentally stepped on a piece 

of yucky bubble gum.  òYyyy,ó 

he said.  He tried to scrape it 

off on the edge of the sidewalk. 

y / yo-yo 
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Y   y 

Y   y 
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 Mom took the kids to the 

park on the way home.  They 

sat at a picnic table and had a 

snack that she had packed.  It 

was a pretty day.  They could 

hear a mourning dove cooing 

in the distance, òcoo, coo, coo.ó 

qu/quilt 
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Qu  qu 

Qu  qu 
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 Suddenly they heard a loud 

buzzing sound, òzzzzzzzzz.  

They turned to see an 

enormous swarm of bees 

moving through the air.  It 

landed in a pine tree near 

their picnic table.  Other bees 

flew around in the air nearby.  

òLetõs go home,ó they all yelled 

in unison.  And that is exactly 

what they did. 

z / zip 
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Z   z 

Z   z 
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Part 2 

A Trip to the Movies 

 A few weeks later, Audrey 

and Brad and mom and dad 

heard about a great new movie 

about a boy and his dog.  So, 

they decided to go to the 

theatre.  

 At the theatre, someone in 

front of them started talking on 

a cell phone.  òShhh,ó Mom said, 

leaning forward in her seat.   
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Sh   sh 

Sh   sh 
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 The movie was action 

packed and very exciting.  

Before they knew it, the movie 

was over.   They were the last 

people to leave the theatre.  As 

they walked along the rows, 

they heard a squeaking sound, 

òeee, eee, eee.ó  It was a tiny 

mouse scurrying along the floor 

under the seats.  He was 

collecting dropped pieces of 

popcorn.   
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Ɩ    Ɨ 

E    e 
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        At first, they didnõt see 

the mouse.  Then it ran right 

by Momõs foot.  òOh!ó she 

exclaimed, jumping up on the 

nearest seat.  òItõs a mouse!ó 

 Audrey and Brad giggled a 

little.  They were not afraid of 

a mouse. 
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ƹ    ƺ 

O   o 
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A Snowy Day 

 The next morning Audrey 

and Brad didnõt go to school, 

because it was Saturday.  It 

was cold in the house.  Mom 

got up while it was still dark 

to boil water for some hot tea.  

A soft òthó sound could be 

heard as the steam escaped 

from the tea kettle. 
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Th   th 

Th    th 
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        Dad was up early, too.  

After his shower, he shaved 

with an electric razor.  òTh,ó 

was the sound that it made as 

he trimmed off his whiskers. 
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Th   th 

Th    th 
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    Before long, it was light 

enough to see outside.  The 

sky was overcast, so the sun 

was covered by the clouds.  

Audrey sat up in bed and 

looked out the window.   

        òOoooo,ó she exclaimed.  

òIt snowed last night!ó 
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Ö     ö 

¥    º 
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        By this time Mom was 

calling everyone to come to 

breakfast.  Brad pulled a 

paper out of his backpack and 

carried it downstairs.  It was 

his spelling test for the week.  

He proudly hung it on the 

refrigerator.  At the top of the 

paper was a large red A.  
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Ɛ  Ƒ 

A  a 
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     When they were finished 

eating, Brad and Audrey got 

dressed and went outside.  A 

white blanket of snow covered 

the ground.  Everything was 

quiet. 

     They looked up and saw a 

large crow sitting in the tree 

beside their driveway.  He 

flapped his wings and let out a 

loud òaw, aw, aw, awó before 

he flew away. 
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Ä    ä 

     ª 
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     As Audrey and Brad 

walked down the driveway, 

their feet crunched in the deep 

snow.  Ch, ch, ch, ch.  A few 

snowflakes were still falling.  

The whole neighborhood was 

beautiful. 
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Ch   ch 

Ch   ch 
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     Audrey and Brad decided 

to have a snowball throwing 

contest.  They took turns 

throwing the snowballs at the 

basketball backboard that 

stood beside the driveway.   

     òNnnggg,ó went the 

backboard as Bradõs snowballs 

hit.  òNnngg,ó it sang out 

again as Audreyõs snowballs 

hit, too.   
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ng  

ng    
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 Audrey noticed some icicles 

hanging down from the front 

porch.  As she reached up to get 

an icicle, she slipped on the icy 

concrete and fell.  òOu,ó she said 

in a loud voice as her elbow hit 

the icy pavement.  Brad went to 

help Audrey up.  She stood up 

carefully and rubbed her arm.  

She decided to leave the icicles 

where they were. 
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ou   ow 

ou   ow 
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        Then Audrey and Brad 

decided to build a snowman.  

They rolled up balls of snow for 

the head and middle part of the 

snowman.  Then Brad rolled up 

a huge ball of snow for the 

bottom of the snowman.  He 

rolled until he couldnõt go any 

farther.  ò¦uuuhh,ó he said as 

he pushed hard against the 

giant snowball.  òThatõs as far as 

I can go.ó 
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Ü   ü 

¦   ¿ 



© 2011 by Kathryn J. Davis Sound Story 82 

 After Audrey and Brad 

finished the snowman, Dad 

and Mom came outside to 

shovel the snow off of the front 

driveway.  They all took turns 

shoveling the snow.  Audrey 

and Brad worked hard, too.  

After a long time, the 

driveway was clear. 

 òYou two did a great job,ó 

said Mom.  òThanks for your 

help.ó   
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ǅ   ǆ 

U   u 
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 òHey, now we have room to 

use our new pogo stick,ó said 

Brad.  He ran into the garage 

and brought it out.  He started 

to jump up and down with it 

on the driveway.  òOi, oi, oi,ó 

went the coiled spring on the 

pogo stick as he bounced up 

and down.  When he got tired, 

Audrey took a turn jumping, 

too. 
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oi    oy 

oi    oy 
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 Finally both of the children 

were worn out.  They were 

tired, cold, and wet from being 

out in the snow all morning.  

They went inside and changed 

into some warm dry clothes.  

Audreyõs mom used the hair 

dryer to dry her damp hair.  

òZzzzhhhh,ó was the sound of 

the hair dryer as it blew. 
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measure         vision 
azure           garage  

measure         vision 

azure            garage 
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 After eating peanut butter 

and jelly sandwiches and 

apples for lunch, everybody 

picked out a good book and 

curled up in front of the wood 

burning stove in the den to 

read for a while.  They spent a 

cozy afternoon reading 

together. 

The End 
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A a B b C c D d E e 

F f G g H h I i J j 

K k L l M m N n O o 

P p Qu qu R r S s T t 

u U v V w W x X y Y 

These are the consonant and short vowel sounds in alphabetical order.   

Practice saying the sound for each letter. 

U u V v W w X x Y y Z z 
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Short Vowels 

a e i o u 

Long Vowels 

Ƒ Ɨ i ƺ ǆ 

Special Vowels 

ä ë i ö ü 

Consonant Digraphs  

th th sh ch ng 
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More Special Vowels 

ou ow oi oy  

Bossy R Vowels 

ar er ir ƺr ur 
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Pronunciation Guide 

Vowel Sounds Consonant Digraph Sounds 

a ant ou ouch 

e egg ow cow 

i in oi oil 

o ox oy boy 

u up th thumb 

Ƒ bacon th this 

Ɨ secret sh ship 

Ʃ bison ch chicken 

ƺ robot ng ring 

ǆ  tulip ar car 

ä ball er her 

ë ballet ir bird 

ï pizza or horse 

ö to ur turtle 

ü push 
No set 

pattern 
measure, garage, vision, azure 

This chart is for the teacher, to demonstrate the correct sound for each letter or letter pair. 
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Ƒ 
 

bƑcon 

a_e 
 

safe 

ai 
 

rain 

ay 
 

play 
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Ɨ 
 

secret 

e_e 
 

these 

ee 
 

feet 

ey  key 

ea 
 

eat 

ei 
 

ceiling 
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i 
 

bison 

i_e 
 

pine 

igh 
 

night 

ind 
 

find 

ild 
 

child 

ie 
 

pie 
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ƺ 
 

robot 

ou 
 

four 

ow  snow 

o_e 
 

home 

oa 
 

boat 

oe 
 

toe 

oll 
 

troll 

old 
 

gold 

olt 
 

bolt 
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ǆ 
 

tulip 

u_e 
 

cube 

ue 
 

glue 

ui 
 

fruit 

ew 
 

flew 

eu 
 

neutron 
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äll 
 

ball 

al 
 

salt 

alk 
 

talk 

au 
 

Paul 

aw 
 

saw 

wa_  wasp 

swa_ 
 

swan 

qua_ 
 

quarrel 

squa_ 
 

squash 

ought 
 

bought 
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ë 
 

ballet 

eigh 
 

sleigh 

ey  they 

ea  steak 

ei 
 

veil 
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ï 
 

pizza 

ie 
 

shield 
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ö 
 

to 

ou 
 

soup 

oo 
 

moon 
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ü 
 

push 

oo 
 

book 

ould 
 

should 
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oi 
 

oil 

oy 
 

boy 

ou 
 

ouch 

ow 
 

cow 
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y 
 

my 

ye 
 

rye 

y_e 
 

type 

y 
 

funny 

y 
 

yell 
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