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How To Use This Book 
 

1. Each vowel has a sound picture to go with it, from A Sound Story About Audrey 

and Brad.  This booklet is available separately from Sound City Reading. 

2. Look at page 1.  To read each word, say each letter sound going from left to right.  

Read each word several times until you can connect the sounds smoothly.  Look at 

the picture for each word.  Listen to this page on the CD for help.  Then read it all 

by yourself. 

3. Continue in the same way for the remaining pages with words and pictures. 

4. Each short vowel sound is presented in three different sections.  In the first section, 

only continuous consonants are used in the words.  This type of word is the easiest 

to read, because continuous consonants have sounds that can be held indefinitely.  

For example, these sounds include fffffff, sssssss, and mmmmmm.  In the second 

section, stop consonants (which canôt be held) are used at the end of each word, 

with continuous consonants at the beginning.  In the third section, stop consonants 

appear at the beginning of the words.  These will be the most challenging for be-

ginning readers, because it is more difficult to blend the sounds together to form 

the word.       

5. When you get to a page with sentences, look at the vowel at the top of the page.  

Say the vowel sound.  Then read the sentences.  Read each word going from left to 

right in the sentence.  If  you remember the words in the sentences, thatôs great.  If  

you donôt remember a word, just say the letter sounds from left to right, connecting 

the sounds smoothly.  Think about what the word means.  Then read the whole sen-

tence.  Use the listening CD to help you.  Then read the page all by yourself. 

6. On the sentence pages, youôll see a row of sight words near the top of the page.  

These words cannot be sounded out in the regular way.  If you see an umbrella over 

a vowel, use the /u/ umbrella sound (short u sound) for the vowel.  If you see a 

small z above the letter s, use the z sound instead of the s sound.  Practice reading 

each sight word before reading the sentences. 

7. Some pages have words with the letter _s added to the end of the word.  Read the 

word the regular way and add the _s sound to the end. 

8. Use the Short Vowel Workbook to practice spelling the words that youôve read.   

9. If the words seem hard to read, remember that you will need to read very slowly at 

first while you are learning.  If it takes you a long time to read a page, practice go-

ing over the same page several times before going on to the next one.  Youôll be 

surprised at how well you can do it after youôve practiced.  Donôt forget to use the 

listening CD to help you.  If youôre still having trouble, get the Beginning and End-

ing Sounds Workbook and work through it first.  It will help you how figure out 

how sounds fit together to make a word. 

10. Congratulations!  Youôre on  your way to being a great reader!    
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Short Vowel Sounds   

Each picture represents a letter sound.  See A Sound Story About Audrey and Brad. 
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a A b B c C d D e E 

f  F  g G h H  i I   i ƨ j J  

k K  l L  m M  n N  o O 

p P qu Qu r R s S t T  

u U  v V w W x X y Y u U  v V w W x X y Y z Z 

Each picture represents a letter sound.  See A Sound Story About Audrey and Brad. 
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    a            ant  

  an          am 

fan  ham 

man  r am 

r an  Sam  

Nan yam 

van    
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    a            ant  

mass   ax  

l ass sax 

 fax 

 w ax  

 M ax 
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z 

    a           ant  

               a       A          as         h as 

1.  N an  h as  a  f an.  

2.  A  m an  r an.  

3.  A  m an  h as  an  ax.  

4.  Sam  h as  a  sax.  

5.  A  m an  h as  a  v an.  

 

 

Sight Words  

z 
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    a            ant  

hat  l ad 

sat  had 

r at  fad 

mat  sad 

vat  mad 

fat  add  
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    a            ant  

map r ag 

l ap nag 

sap w ag 

nap sag 

zap l ab 

yap yak  
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    a            ant  

           A      a       as      h as      was         

1.  A  m an  h ad  a  h at.  

2.  N an  h ad  a  n ap.  

3.  A  m an  r an  a  l ap.  

4.  A  r at  was  f at.  

5.  A  m an  was  m ad.   

6.  A  m an  was  s ad.  

7.  N an  was  at  a  l ab.  

z 

Sight Words  

z z 
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    a            ant  

can  bag 

cat  bat  

cap bat  

cab bass 

cam bad 

gas gap 
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    a            ant  

pan  t an  

pat  t ap 

pad t ab 

pad t ax 

Pam t ag 

pass t am 
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    a            ant  

J an  dad 

j ab dam 

jazz dab 

j am Dan  
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    a            ant  

           A      a       as      h as      was         

1.  Pam  h as  a  p an.  

2.  D an  h as  a  c at.  

3.  D ad  h ad  a  h at.  

4.  Pat  h as  a  b at.  

5.  M ax  was  s ad.   

6.  Sam  h as  a  c ap.  

7.  Sam  h as  a  g ap.  

z 

Sight Words  

z z 
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    i       i n  

i f  i ll  

i n  f i ll  

f i n  h i ll  

w i n  w i ll  

f i x  qu i ll  

m i x  m i ll  

si x  si ll  
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    i       i n  

L i z m i ss 

qu i z h i ss 

f i zz  

 r i m  

 h i m 

 v i m  
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     i            i n  

              ƨ                i s                h i s  

1.  Wi ll  I  w i n?   

2.  I  w i ll  w i n.  

3.  Sam  i s  si x.  

4.  L i z  w i ll  m i ss  h i m.  

5.  Nan  i s  i ll.  

6.  Max  w i ll  wax  h i s  van.  

  

z z 

Sight Words  
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    i       i n  

i t  si p  

si t  r i p  

l i t  h i p  

h i t  l i p  

f i t  y i p  

qu i t  zi p  

m i tt  qu i p  
Time flies 

when youõre 

having fun.  
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     i      i n  

f i g r i b 

w i g n i b 

r i g f i b 

h i d  si c 

r i d   

l i d   
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     i            i n  

              ƨ                i s                h i s  

1.  Max  w i ll  z i p  i t.  

2.  Sam w i ll  h i t  i t.  

3.  L i z  w i ll  m i ss  i t.  

4.  It  i s  h i s  m i tt.  

5.  Nan  h i d.  

6.  A  man  h i t  h i m.  

7.  I  w i ll  m i x  i t.  

z z 

Sight Words  
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     i      i n  

k i t  k i d  

k i ss d i g 

K i m d i d  

k i n  d i p  

k i p  d i m  

k i ll  d i ll  
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     i      i n  

bi g J i ll  

bi n  J i m  

bi t  j i b 

bi ll  j i g 

B i ll   

bi b  
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    i       i n  

p i n  t i n  

p i ll  t i p  

p i t  t i ll  

p i g T i m 

 t i c 

gi ll   
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     i            i n  

              ƨ                i s                h i s  

1.  A  b i g  p i g  has  a  w i g.  

2.  I t  b i t  h i m.  

3.  K i m  w i ll  k i ss  h i m.  

4.  I t  i s  h i s  b i b.  

5.  B i ll  w i ll  f i x  i t.  

6.  D i d  Pat  d i g  i t?  

7.  I t  i s  h i s  k i t.  

z z 

Sight Words  
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     i            i n  

              ƨ                i s                h i s  

1.  A  cat  i s  fat.  

2.  Pam  i s  at  a  dam.  

3.  A  man  i s  i n  a  cab.  

4.  I t  i s  bad.  

5.  D i d  J i m  m i ss? 

6.  K i m  w i ns. 

7.  A  man  i s  i n  a  van.  

z z 

Sight Words  
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     o           ox  

off  mom 

on  moss 

Ron  Ross 

ox l oss 

fox  

l ox  



23 © 2008 by Kathryn J. Davis  Short Vowel Words  

     o      ox   

l og not  

fog hot  

hog l ot  

mop r ot  

hop  

l op  w ok  
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     o           ox  

sob sod 

Rob nod 

fob r od 

 odd  
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     o           ox  

       A  a   as   has   was   ƨ   is   his  

1.  A  bat  is  on  a  mat.  

2.  A  mad  cat  sat  on  a  rat.  

3.  M om  will  m op.  

4.  M oss  is  on  a  l og.  

5.  A  cat  is  on  a  mat.  

6.  It  can  h op.  

7.  A  hat  is  on  a  cat.  

z z 

Sight Words  

z z z 
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     o           ox  

box t op 

boss t ot  

Bob t oss 

bog Tom 
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     o           ox  

pod j ot  

pot  j og 

pop j ob 

pox J ohn  
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     o           ox  

cot  doll  

cod dog 

con  dot  

cob Don  

  

 got  
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     o           ox  

       A  a   as   has   was   ƨ   is   his  

1.  A  d ot  is  on  a  p ot.  

2.  A  d og  is  on  a  l og.  

3.  B ob  has  a  b ox.  

4.  Bill  sit s  on  a  hill  t op.  

5.  A  f ox  g ot  on  a  b ox.  

6.  Rob  did  his  j ob.  

7.  A  d og  is  h ot.  

z z 

Sight Words  

z z z 


