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Introduction  

 

 This book contains lists of words and sets of sentences to help beginning readers 

learn the sounds of the consonant patterns.  Practicing these materials will help the stu-

dent develop spelling and word recognition skills.  The student will also develop a 

broad base of sight words.    

 Students learn the sound for each pattern by studying a key word and picture, 

and then use this sound to practice reading words and sentences.   Students can also 

spell the words or sentences from dictation.  This will help to cement the pattern in the 

studentôs memory. 

 Some of the consonant patterns are presented in rhyming lists.  This can be help-

ful for students who are learning to read because it helps them look beyond single letter 

units.  The student learns to recognize a word ñchunk,ò consisting of the vowel pattern 

and any consonants that follow.  In teaching jargon, this part of the word is called the 

ñrime.ò  By substituting different consonants at the beginning of these word chunks, the 

student can read many new words easily.  The beginning consonant or consonants in a 

word are called the ñonset.ò   

 In this book, the rime chunks for each phonogram pattern are listed on houses 

grouped together on a page.  The student should read the rime chunks from the houses 

before attempting to read the word lists that follow.  The teacher should model as 

needed.  Reading the rhyming lists will help the student to understand the relationship 

between visual letter patterns and the oral pronunciation of words. 

 Many of the consonant patterns do not lend themselves to rhyming lists.  For 

these patterns mixed word lists and sentences are  provided.  The teacher may want the 

student to color over just the consonant pattern in each word on the list with a colored 

pencil.  This makes the pattern stand out visually, which helps the student when reading 

and spelling the words.  Students can also look for words with the selected pattern in 

the sentences, and underline them. 

 Some common letter patterns contain both consonants and vowels.  Common 

ending syllables such as _tle, _ple, _tion, and _ture fall into this category.  Practice 

pages for many patterns of this type are included in this volume.   

 This volume is meant to be used as a reference manual, from which the desired 

patterns can be selected by the teacher.  Beginning and ending consonant blends are 

grouped together in separate sections.  The other consonant patterns are arranged in al-

phabetical order, to make it easy for the teacher to find the pages needed.  The order of 

introduction of the consonant patterns will vary, depending on the material being read 

by the student.  The teacher should introduce the patterns that are needed for the next 

story or article that students will read.  Other patterns should be saved until students 

need to know them.   

 Students learn best when they can connect the skills they are learning with a lar-

ger overall scheme.  Relate each pattern to a word, poem, or story, and reinforce it with 

an activity or project.  For instance, when teaching the patterns ch and tch, the teacher 

could read the story Itchy, Itchy, Chicken Pox aloud.  Write itch and chicken on the 

board and point out the tch and ch patterns in the words.  The teacher could elicit ideas 

from the children and make a list of "things that itch."  A social studies class could ex-

pand on the book's theme.   Topics related to being sick, germs, doctor's visits, and 



proper use of medicines can be explored.   

 The sentences for patterns that are likely to be taught first are the easiest  to 

read.  Sentences for patterns that are less common, and likely to be introduced later, are 

more difficult.   

 The materials in this volume may be used in conjunction with any reading pro-

gram, to provide extra practice with consonant patterns as needed.  It  is  recommended 

that the teacher give guidance and support during the initial reading of each set of 

words and sentences, to help with comprehension and decoding.   

 Two  separate  sets of materials, Phonics Patterns for Beginning Readers and 

Advanced Phonics Patterns from Childrenôs Books, introduce many of the same pat-

terns in a sequential format.    

 Some words in this volume are marked with a small x above one of the letters.  

Explain to the student that this indicates that the marked letter is silent, and should not 

be pronounced.  For example, in the word lamb, a small x may be placed above the b. 

 Sometimes, a letter or group of letters in a word doesnôt represent the expected 

sound.  Words containing letters which ñbreak the rulesò are marked with an asterisk 

or a ñbroken ruler.ò  Be sure to model the correct pronunciation of this type of word 

when introducing it to the student.  Some words have a small letter written above the 

word to indicate an alternate sound for a particular letter.   

   The consonant blends are shown on truck charts and on subsequent pages 

paired with keywords and pictures.  The truck charts may be enlarged and posted on a 

wall.  Using a pointer, the teacher may want to conduct regular practice sessions, hav-

ing the students pronounce blend going down the columns.  

 Because it is difficult to pronounce many of the ending blends by themselves, 

the ending blends are taught with an associated short vowel sound.  Truck charts show-

ing the ending blends may be practiced in the same way as the beginning blends. 

  



Word Study Activities 
 

1. Have students fold a piece of blank paper into sixths or eighths.  Display words 

for the students to copy.  They should write one word in each box on the paper 

and illustrate it.  Advanced students can write sentences in each box. 

2. Make a file folder game for students to use individually or in pairs.  Use brightly 

colored file folders.  Choose words from the list for a phonogram pattern recently 

taught.  Glue small pictures illustrating the words in the folder.  (These can be 

copied from the letter pattern worksheets from Sound City Reading.)  Purchase a 

small specialty notepad.  These can be purchased in school supply stores with 

various designs, such as boats, animals, barns, flowers, and so on.  Write one 

word on each figure.  Glue the figures to poster board and cut them out.  Lami-

nate both the folder and the figures.  The student will read each word and place it 

on the correct picture in the file folder.  It is helpful to make a file folder game for 

each phonogram that is studied.  A student can use the folder independently, with 

a partner, or with the teacher. 

3. Post some of the words and have the students write each word in a sentence. 

4.  Let the students choose a single word to use as a theme, and write a story or es-

say related to the word.  Share the stories. 

5. Post a list of words and have the students write a story containing as many of the 

words as possible.  Share the stories. 

6. Post a list of words and have the students draw a picture showing as many of the 

words as possible.  For example a beach scene could show:  a shell, a shark, a  

ship,  shade under an umbrella, etc.)  The student should use the posted words to 

label the items in the picture.  

7. Make a set of sorting cards.  Write one word from a phonogram list on each card.  

Have the students sort the cards, using classifications such as rhyming words, 

parts of speech, or various other categories. 

8. Use the letter pattern worksheets from Sound City Reading.  The worksheets give 

extra practice with many of the most common consonant and vowel patterns.  

Students match words and pictures, and copy words under the correct pictures.  

9.  Use the phonogram patterns to create weekly spelling lists. 

10. Use a computer program to create crossword puzzles and word search puzzles for 

the words on a phonogram list.  Have the students do the puzzles.  Or have stu-

dents create their own puzzles. 

11. Write words from a phonogram list on separate slips of paper.  Have each child 

select a slip and pantomime the word.  The rest of the class guesses the word. 

12. Have students take turns spelling words from a phonogram list by positioning 

their bodies to form the shape of each letter in sequence.   

13. Select words from a list.  Write each word on a separate unlined index card using 

colored markers.  Write the consonant pattern being studied in a bright color, and 

the remaining letters in black.  Have students take turns reading the cards.  Stu-

dents may hold any cards that are read correctly. 



Sentence Study Activities 
 

1) Copy the sentence pages onto transparencies to use with an overhead projector for 

working with an entire class.  Uncover one sentence at a time for the class to read 

in unison. 

2) Write the sentences on class size chart pads for use with a large group.  Use a 

pointer to help students track the words. 

3) Type the pages in large print on horizontal sheets of legal size paper, putting two 

or three sentences on a page.  Punch holes in the top and make into a flip book to 

use with a group.  Use pastel colored paper to prevent the sheets underneath from 

showing through. 

4) Make enough copies of the sentences on a copy machine for each student to have 

a personal copy.  Have students take turns reading the sentences aloud, then have 

the class read the sentences in unison.  This can also be done in smaller reading 

groups. 

5) Have students take turns reading the sentences to each other in pairs.  

6) Have students pick a favorite sentence to illustrate.  They should write the sen-

tence at the bottom of a blank sheet of paper and draw a picture to go with it.  Dis-

play these in the classroom or staple together to make a class booklet. 

7) Have students choose a sentence to use for creative writing.  The student will cre-

ate a story or essay that contains the sentence.  Have the student illustrate the story 

and read it out loud to the class. 

8) Make a learning center using the sentences.  Write or type the sentences on cards 

or strips.  Draw simple pictures to illustrate the sentences on separate index cards.  

have the students match each sentence with a picture.  Or cut the sentences apart, 

mix up the words, and have students rearrange the words to make the sentence. 

9) Create a reading worksheet.  Type each sentence, leaving blanks for the words 

containing the new sound pattern.  List the missing words in a chart at the top of 

the page.  Make a copy for each student.  The student should read the sentences 

and fill in each blank with the correct word.  This can be quite challenging for stu-

dents!  



9 
© 2009 by Kathryn  J. Davis  Consonant Patterns  

Beginning 

Consonant Blends 



10 
© 2009 by Kathryn  J. Davis  Consonant Patterns  

sc 

squ spl 

st

sp 

sm 

sn 

sk 

sw 

cl 

gl 

fl  

pl  

sl 

bl  

br  

str  

spr

cr 

scr 

gr 

fr  

dr  

tr  

pr  

dw 

Beginning  Consonant  Blends  

tw  

 



11 
© 2009 by Kathryn  J. Davis  Consonant Patterns  

sw 

swim  

squ 

squid  

pr  

press 

st 

stop 

sm 

smell  

sp 

spot 

sn 

snack 

sc 

scab 

sk 

skip  



12 
© 2009 by Kathryn  J. Davis  Consonant Patterns  

scr 

scrub 

spr 

sprig  

str  

stress 

tr  

truck  

cr 

crab 

br  

brick  

dr  

drum  

fr  

frog 

gr 

grill  


