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Information For The Teacher 
 

 This book is meant to be used after all of the Phonics Patterns for Beginning Read-
ers booklets have been completed.  The student should be reading easy material com-
fortably.  In this book, the remaining sound patterns and syllable patterns are studied, 
along with many prefix and suffix patterns.  Students may read a trade book after 
studying each new set of patterns.  The trade books must be obtained from a library or 
book store.  A list of the books to read follows this section. 
 Begin by reviewing the sound story and sound pictures.  Show the sound dic-
tionary pages to the student.  Under each sound picture, you can see all the ways to 
represent that sound using various letter patterns.  Discuss the fact that many sounds, 
such as the a/apron sound, can be represented several different ways, such as ai/rain, 
ay/play, and eigh/sleigh.   
 Also point out that some sounds are not included in the basic alphabet sounds, 
but are òbeyond the alphabet.ó  These sounds include the consonant digraph sounds 
such as sh/ship and ch/chicken, the special vowel sounds ä/all, ö/to, and ü/push, and 
the other vowel sounds ou/ouch and oi/oil.  Show these pages to the student.   
 In many cases, when the letter r follows a vowel, it alters the sound of the vowel.  
These patterns are taught as òr-controlled vowels.ó  The sound for an r-controlled 
vowel pattern is often just the /r/ sound, as in ir/bird, er/her, and ur/purse.  Some-
times, however, an r-controlled pattern represents a combination of vowel and conso-
nant sounds, such as ar/barn and or/horse.  
 After you have reread the sound story and looked over the sound dictionary 
charts, turn to the first òhouse chartó on page 1.  This introduces the letter patterns to 
be learned in order to read the trade book, Put Me in the Zoo, by Robert Lopshire 
(Random House, 1960).  Point to each new letter pattern, say its sound, and then say the 
key word.   A picture illustrates each key word.  Have the student repeat for each 
sound.  For example, on the first pattern, you would say ò/j/, giant,ó since the g repre-
sent the j sound.  The next sound is the same, ò/j/, fringe.ó  Again, the g sounds like j.  
The letter e in this pattern is silent.  Practice the entire chart with the students.   If you 
are not sure of some of the sounds, say the key word, and listen to the sound of the pat-
tern within the word.  Also, you can look for the pattern in the sound dictionary at the 
beginning of the book.  The picture at the top of the column will indicate the correct 
consonant or vowel sound to use in the pattern.  
 Next, have the students read all of the words and sentences for the first new let-
ter pattern.  Sometimes, two patterns that are similar, such as g/giant and _ge/fringe 
will be taught together.  In this case, both patterns represent the same sound.  In other 
cases, such as ew/flew and ew/few, the same pattern (ew), represents two different 
sounds (º/to and ǆ/uniform).  
 Have the students read each word from the word list by pronouncing the 
sounds going from left to right in the word.  Remind the students of the new letter pat-
tern and its sound by referring to the house chart if needed.  The students will be able 
to read many of the words without help.  The students will need help with some of the 
words, since they may be new to them.  When necessary, pronounce a word and have 
the students repeat.  Discuss the meaning of any words that are unfamiliar.  If the stu-
dents have trouble reading the new words, you may want to write some or all of the 
words on blank index cards.  Using markers, write the new letter pattern portion  



 of each word in a bright color, and the remaining letters in black.  Students then read 
the words from these flash cards.  This color-coding can help students see the pattern 
more clearly within a word.       
 After reading all of the new words, have the students read each sentence.  
Again, remind the students of the new letter pattern and sound as needed.  If a student 
has difficulty with previously taught words, remind him or her of the needed letter pat-
tern and sound.  For example, if the student canõt remember the word house, say, òIn 
that word, you can see the /ou/, ouch sound.ó 
 After completing one set of words and sentences, have the students reread the 
same material independently.  After rereading carefully, students should select six 
words to copy and illustrate, and at least one sentence to copy and illustrate.   
 After studying the new letter patterns, have students read aloud from the associ-
ated childrenõs book for you.  Stop frequently to discuss what is happening in the story.  
Ask the students pertinent questions to make sure they understands the material.   
 As the students read, watch to see if they are able to read any words with the 
new patterns confidently.  If not, remind him or her of the new pattern and sound, and 
wait to see if the student can pronounce the word.  If not, assist as needed by saying the 
sounds in the word from left to right, pointing to each letter or letter pattern as it is pro-
nounced.  Have the student repeat.  Then have the student reread the entire sentence 
smoothly, before continuing.  
 After students have read the book aloud for you, they may take the book and 
read it independently.  They should have the book available to be reread frequently 
during independent silent reading periods.  Students should work to be able to read the 
whole story smoothly and confidently.  Have students reread a few pages to you to 
check for progress.   
 Students should write a summary of the book (or the section read) in their own 
words and draw a picture to illustrate their favorite part.  Encourage students to spell 
independently, then help them proofread the material when they are finished.  Empha-
size and encourage the studentõs ability to express meaning with words.  Talk about 
how you could reword any parts that are confusing.  Instead of marking on the stu-
dentsõ papers, use small sticky notes to write any misspelled words correctly and stick 
them to their papers.  Student can erase and correct these words, rewrite the material if 
desired, or simply study the words for future reference.  
 Continue in the same way through all of the house charts and childrenõs books.  
Review previously studied charts regularly.  They can be copied and posted on the 
wall, if desired, for easy review.  This will create a òSound Cityó on the wall.   
 As students study each letter pattern and read through the corresponding chil-
drenõs books, they will begin to encounter  words with advanced ending blends in the 
text.  This includes words such as grasp, sulk, soft, and strict.  Take a little time in each 
lesson to study the advanced ending blends in the appendix of this book.  Each ending 
blend is shown with a key word and picture.  Say the sound for each ending blend and 
the key word and have the student repeat.  Explain the meaning of any unfamiliar 
words.  After the student gains confidence, he or she should say the sound of each end-
ing blend going down the columns on the truck charts.  The ending blends are taught 
with short vowel sounds to make their pronunciation easier.  There is a separate chart 
for each short vowel sound.  You may want to post these charts for easy reference.         



e Childrenõs Books f 

 
Phonics Patterns For Beginning Readers  
 
Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss (Random House, 1963) 
Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss (Random House, 1960) 
Go, Dog. Go! by P. D. Eastman (Random House, 1961) 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin, Jr., illustrated by Eric 
 Carle (Henry Holt and Company, 1967)  
Ten Apples Up On Top! by Theo. LeSieg, illustrated by Roy Mckie (Random 
 House, 1961) 
Are You My Mother? by P. D. Eastman (Random House, 1960) 
 
Advanced Phonics Patterns From Childrenõs Books 
 
Put Me In The Zoo by Robert Lopshire (Random House, 1960) 
The Spooky Old Tree by Stan and Jan Berenstain (Random House, 1978) 
The Cat In The Hat by Dr. Seuss (Random House, 1957) 
The Cat In The Hat Comes Back by Dr. Seuss (Random House, 1958) 
A Fish Out Of Water by Helen Palmer, illustrated by P. D. Eastman (Random 
 House, 1961) 
I Wish That I Had Duck Feet by Theo. LeSieg, illustrated by B. Tobey (Random 
 House, 1965) 
Robert The Rose Horse by Joan Heilbroner, illustrated by P. D. Eastman 
 (Random House, 1962) 
Charlie Needs A Cloak by Tomie dePaola (Scholastic, 1973) 
The Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown, illustrated Clement Hurd 
 (Harper & Row, 1942) 
The Best Nest by P. D. Eastman (Random House, 1968) 
Caps For Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina (HarperCollins, 1940) 
Wings On Things by Marc Brown (Random House, 1982) 
Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik, illustrated by Maurice Sendak (Harper 
 Trophy, 1957) 
The Fire Cat by Esther Averill (Harper Trophy, 1960)  
The King, The Mice, and The Cheese by Nancy and Eric Gurney (Random House, 
 1965) 
Days With Frog And Toad by Arnold Lobel (Harper Trophy, 1979)  
The Little Red Lighthouse And The Great Gray Bridge by Hildegarde H. Swift and 
 Lynd Ward (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1942) 
The Story About Ping by Marjorie Flack and Kurt Wiese (Puffin Books, 1977) 
Nate The Great by Marjorie Wienman Sharmat, illustrated by Marc Simont (G. 
 P. Putnamõs Sons, 1972) 

 



e Childrenõs Books f 

 
Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish, illustrated by Fritz Siebel (Harper Trophy, 
 1963) 
Danielõs Duck, by Clyde Robert Bulla, illustrated by Joan Sandin (Harper Tro
 phy, 1979) 
Something From Nothing by Phoebe Gilman (Scholastic, 1992) 
All Of Our Noses Are Here by Alvin Schwartz, illustrated by Karen Ann Wein
 haus (Harper Trophy, 1985) 
Is Your Mama A Llama? by Deborah Guarino, illustrated by Steven Kellogg
 (Scholastic, 1989) 
Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans (Scholastic, 1939) 
Where The Wild Thing Are by Maurice Sendak (Scholastic, 1963) 
If You Give A Mouse A Cookie by Laura Numeroff, illustrated by Felicia Bond 
 (Scholastic, 1985) 
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst, il
 lustrated by Ray Cruz (Scholastic, 1972) 
Arthurõs Camp-Out by Lillian Hoban (Harper Trophy, 1993)  
Anansi and the Moss-Covered Rock, by Eric A. Kimmel, illustrated by Janet Ste
 vens (Scholastic, 1988) 
Katy and The Big Snow, by Virginia Lee Burton (Scholastic, 1943) 
Mike Mulligan And His Steam Shovel, by Virginia Lee Burton (Scholastic, 1939) 
Alistair Underwater, by Marilyn Sadler, illustrated by Roger Bollen (Simon & 
 Schuster, 1988) 
Thank you, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco (Philomel Books, 1998) 
Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig (Simon and Schuster, 1969) 
A New Coat For Anna by Harriet Ziefert, illustrated by Anita Lobel (Scholastic, 
 1986) 
Watch Out For The Chicken Feet In Your Soup by Tomie dePaola (Simon & Schus
 ter, 1974) 
Angelina On Stage by Katharine Holabird, illustrated by Helen Craig 
 (Scholastic, 1991) 
The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton (Scholastic, 1942) 
Mufaroõs Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe (Scholastic, 1987) 
Why Mosquitoes Buzz In Peopleõs Ears by Verna Aardema, illustrated by Leo and 
 Diane Dillon (E. P. Dutton, 1975) 
The Fool Of The World And The Flying Ship by Arthur Ransome, illustrated by 
 Uri Shulevitz (Sunburst/Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1968)  
 

Books are listed in the order in which they are read.  



13 Advanced Phonics Patterns © 2008 by Kathryn J. Davis 

   A Sound Story  

About Audrey and Brad  

Part 1  

One Saturday morning, Audrey and Brad sat in the 

den, watching the pendulum swing back and forth on 

the clock on the wall, òt, t, t, t.ó  They were bored.   

 
 

 

òHey, Mom,ó said Brad.  òCan we walk down to the 

park?ó  òYes,ó said Mom.  òBe sure you are back in 

time for your violin lessons.ó  Soon Audrey and Brad 

were swinging as high as they could at the park.  

They could hear the loud sound of the chains 

screeching as they went back and forth, òi, i, i, i.ó 
                                                                     

 

Then they jumped down and ran around the park 

playing chase.  Before long, they were out of breath.  

Brad could hear himself breathing hard, òh, h, h, h.ó 

 

 

 

 

They ran home and their Mom drove them to their 

violin lessons.  Mrs. Russ was pleased to see them.  

òDid you practice every day?ó she said.  òI did,ó said 

Audrey quickly.  Brad replied that he had practiced, 

too.  

 

 

 

Soon they were playing music.  Each violin made a 

beautiful sound as they pulled their bows across the 

strings.  The sound was òl, l, l, l, l.ó 
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Just as they arrived home from their music 

lesson, they heard the òn, n, nó sound of the 

engine on a big delivery truck.  It pulled into 

their driveway and the delivery man handed 

Mom a package.  Audrey and Brad were pleased 

to see that new books had arrived from their book 

club.                                                     

 

As they went into the house, they could see dark 

clouds gathering overhead.  Soon, lightning was 

flashing and rain was pouring down.  The wind 

blew hard enough to make the branches on the 

trees sway back and forth.  Audrey and Brad 

could hear the sound of the wind forcing itõs way 

into the house around the front door, òwwwwww.ó                                               

 

òWell,ó said Mom.  òThe weather is so bad, this is 

the perfect time to go over your math facts.ó  It 

was Bradõs turn to go first.  òUuuuhhh,ó was all 

he could say as he looked at the flashcards.  He 

had not been practicing his math facts.  When 

Audrey had her turn, she got every one right.                                                                             

 

They ate lunch and then Audrey and Brad and Dad 

got into the car to go to basketball practice.  The wind 

had stopped blowing, but it was still drizzling.  At the 

gym, all the kids on the team warmed up by dribbling 

a basketball.  òB, b, b, b,ó was the sound of the balls 

bouncing on the hardwood floor.  Then they practiced 

passing and shooting.                                                       

 

After basketball practice they went home.  Soon, 

Mom called Audrey and Brad to dinner.  

òMmmmmm,ó they said when they saw their 

plates.  They were having scrambled eggs, ham, 

and muffins.  It looked delicious.              

 

Just as they sat down to eat, they heard a loud 

òRrrrrró coming from the back yard.  They ran to 

look out the back door.  Chewie had cornered a 

neighborhood cat in the yard.  She was growling 

at the cat.     

 


